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Il. Construct an Inquiry-based Freshman Year

1 he first year of a university experience needs to provide new stimii-
lation for intellectual growth and a firm grounding in inquiry-based
learning and communication of information and ideas.
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Paul Steinhardt (email 2018):

“There were rules that Dick imposed from the outset: No questions about
coursework. No questions about so-and-so's paper. No questions to explain what
so-and-so's equation meant or so-and-so's theorem meant. Questions had to be
about trying to understand something. And they could be about literally
ANYTHING. And the discussion could go ANYWHERE. | remember asking him a
question about the color of shadows, and they brought us to shadows of all kinds,
earthshine, etc. On and on. Part of the fun is that, every now and then, a question
would spark him to tell us one of the famous stories eventually recounted in his
books, such as all about safe-cracking techniques. Actually, much more than
appeared in his books.

“The important thing for me was that everything was considered interesting --
every corner of science. And that was a huge influence on my outlook on physics

and on my career. ”
John Preskill 7£20184F4 H 16 H FJAPSPU H 218 E[Al17,. 9% 2




Feynman recalled by a Caltech undergrad

Michael Turner (email 2018): [S=AEBEIER B2 S0 LSS S

| was an UG at Caltech from Fall 1967 to June 1971. Everyone took
the Feynman course — for 2 years. It was inspiring to all but
frustrating to many when it came to doing problems ... | like to say
that all the physics | learned was from the Feynman lectures — an
exaggeration to be sure, but it wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say

that those lectures taught me how to think about physics.
MR A K S YIBRIBRAIFIRHBHF RESRDT, B LB T EEYIBN — LIRS KN

My sophomore year | did a one-on-one, hour/week tutorial with
Feynman ... It was an adventure ... By a series of games he had me
play on my own (no books). The moment | most remember was

[when Feynman told me he was envious of my ignorance! | believe}
he meant knowing too much makes you less open to new ideas.

In those days Feynman was everyone’s hero: the students and the
faculty. | am not sure who worshipped him more.
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